
 

A Mini SoHo in Connecticut 

Urban South Norwalk undergoes a renaissance, 
with new apartments, more retail and hip bars 
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South Norwalk, Conn., likes to call itself “SoNo”—a mini version of Manhattan’s trendy SoHo 
neighborhood. 

A neighborhood in the city of Norwalk, this area along Norwalk Harbor has an industrial feel 
and old warehouses. But in the past two years, apartments have multiplied. Restaurants and 
bars have opened. And new retail options are moving in. 

Only this month, the city zoning commission approved plans for a shopping center known as the 
SoNo Collection, paving the way for brand names such as Nordstrom and Bloomingdale’s as well 
as smaller retail stores and a boutique hotel. Construction could start as early as August, the 
developers say. 



 

The 700,000-square-feet project is the latest in the renaissance of South Norwalk. A hot spot for 
young bar hoppers 20 years ago, the neighborhood fell on hard times because of the economic 
recession and superstorm Sandy. 

“It’s starting to hit its stride now,” said Bill DaSilva, owner of Local Kitchen & Beer Bar, a craft 
brewery that opened two years ago. “We saw the development coming and we felt like it was 
time to get in.” 

Developers have taken the sites of former factories to either renovate old buildings into 
apartments or build ones with an industrial feel. 



In 2014, the Ironworks building opened, bringing 108 loft-like apartments to the downtown 
area. It is located within walking distance of the Metro-North station. Rents range from $2,100 
for one-bedrooms and $3,000 for two-bedrooms and the apartments are all filled, according to 
Clayton H. Fowler, chairman and chief executive of Spinnaker Real Estate Partners, the 
developer. 
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People stroll along Washington Street.  
Photo: Michelle McLoughliln for The Wall Street Journal  



  
A mural and outdoor seating area at Donovan's Restaurant on Washington Street.  
Photo: Michelle McLoughliln for The Wall Street Journal  

Other newcomers include the Sheffield SoNo, with 197 apartments on North Water Street, and 
the Corset Factory on Ann Street, with 81 units. The Pearl, a 66-unit luxury building on 
Washington Street, is expected to open by the end of the summer. 

Mr. Fowler predicts interest will grow near Washington Village, a public-housing complex slated 
to be torn down and replaced with mixed-income units. 

“I like to call South Norwalk an island of urban sanity,” said Mr. Fowler, who moved his offices 
to Ironworks from Stamford. “It’s not a corporate park, it doesn’t have a suburban office feel.” 

In the late 1990s, bars on Washington Street were a big draw for the college-age crowd. Now, 
hedge-fund types hit the upscale restaurants and bars, said Mr. DaSilva. 

Waterfront homes appeal to families because many are zoned for schools in the village of 
Rowayton, which are good, said Nancy Crosland, a broker with William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty. 

Residents appreciate South Norwalk’s urban vibe, she said. “It mimics New York better than 
some of the other towns around us. It’s the city, but it’s still quaint and on the water.” 



The median home sales price was $292,500 based on sales prices for homes from March to 
June, according to Trulia, a real-estate site. 

Sabine Schoenberg, president of PrimeSites Inc., a real-estate brokerage in Connecticut, pegs 
annual property taxes on a $450,000 home in South Norwalk at $7,700. 

Demand for apartments tends to be stronger than for single-family homes, said Ms. Schoenberg. 
“The units rent out quickly,” she said, adding, “There seems to be a pulse coming back.” 

  
Sharks swim by visitors at the Maritime Aquarium in South Norwalk. 
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Parks: Veteran’s Memorial Park and Marina in Norwalk proper has basketball courts, soccer 
and lacrosse fields, boat rentals and a playground. Calf Pasture Beach in nearby East Norwalk 
has baseball fields, volleyball nets, a playground and cafe. 

Schools: Many children in the neighborhood attend Rowayton Elementary School, where 72% 
of students tested on state English exams last year met achievement levels and 57% of those who 
took math exams did. Another public option in South Norwalk is Side by Side Charter School, 
which has 235 students in prekindergarten through eighth grade. The local high school is Brien 



McMahon High School, where 87% of the students graduate, according to U.S. News & World 
Report. 

Dining: A restaurant row on Washington Street includes Harlan Publick, a trendy pub; Match, 
which features craft cocktails and a raw bar; Mecha Noodle Bar for Vietnamese fare; and 
Washington Prime, a steakhouse. 

Entertainment: The area is home to the Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, featuring sharks, 
stingrays, harbor seals and sea turtles. Muse Paintbar combines painting lessons with a 
restaurant and bar. Other nighttime options include the Beer Garden and the Loft Martini 
Lounge. 

If You're Browsing for a Home... 

 
$679,000 

 

50 Rampart Rd. 

This single-family home has four bedrooms, two bathrooms and a half bathroom. There is a fireplace in 

the family room, a large dining room, eat-in-kitchen, office on main floor and hardwood flooring 

throughout the house. The master bedroom has a walk-in closet and there is a garage. 

 

Year Built: 2005 

Square Footage: 2,796 

Lot Size: 7,840 square feet 

Property Plus: Kitchen has lots of storage 



Property Minus: Basement is unfinished 

Listing Date: June 3 

Listing Agent: Sabrina McGehee of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC 

Open House: By appointment 

 

 

 
$339,000 

 

32 Glasser St. 

This is a single-family, two-bedroom home with one bathroom. The kitchen features a center island, 

granite counters and stainless-steel appliances. The bathroom has his and hers sinks. One-car garage, 

deck, finished basement and backyard.  

 

Year Built: 1955 

Square Footage: 1,488 

Lot Size: 0.27 acres 

Property Plus: Recently renovated 

Property Minus: Small closets 

Listing Date: June 5 

Listing Agent: Chris Carozza of Carozza Realty Group/Keller Williams Prestige Properties 

Open House: By appointment 

 

 



 
$250,000 

 

208 South Main St. 

This single-family home has three bedrooms and one bathroom. It has a backyard, basement, screened-in 

porch and small garage. 

 

Year Built: 1929 

Square Footage: 1,626 

Lot Size: 5,227 square feet 

Property Plus: There is a detached garage 

Property Minus: The bathroom needs updating 

Listing Date: May 8 

Listing Agent: Willie Brevard of Weichert Realtors 

Open House: By appointment 
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Corrections & Amplifications:  

A map accompanying an earlier version of this article incorrectly identified the South Norwalk 

neighborhood in Norwalk, Conn., as South Norfolk. (June 13, 2016) 

 


